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MAN, IMPRESSIONS, LANDSCAPE

he exhibition presents a dialogue in a form of

visual duet between the works of the two artists -

Ruth Segal and Yosi Lubalsky. Its visually harmonious
exchange of imagery depicting the country landscapes,
develops along parallel lines and is expressed in two distinct
languages: generated by two gifted, nature loving artists.

In this context, the viewer witnesses dissimilar approaches
to depicting the same elements of the landscape - the same,
revered native land vistas.

Nature's wild expanses, urban domains, fenced-off land
stretches and fields.

[Refer to:"Man is but the Imprint of his Native Landscape” - by
Shaul Tchernichovski]

The answer to the question: "What does the artist do?” is: he
gathers his joyful moments, his loves, his pain and the shapes
of his native land landscapes and out of it all weaves his work
of art.

Landscape paintings and nature images were and will always
be the art history favorites. World's greatest painters have
dedicated their lives to painting landscapes and nature in
order to capture by means of their paintbrushes and navigated
by their genius, the eternal beauty of the creation. Images of

trees, fields, flowers, sunrise and sunset moments, beaches
and forests, snow covered mountains, all of which were and
shall always be an infinite source of inspiration.

Ruth Segal and Yosi Lubalsky were captivated by the
enchanted and intoxicating Nature and consequently have
repeatedly immortalized the landscapes imprinted deeply in
their memory. They franticly harness their loving and forceful
energies to create, upon canvas and paper.

For over 100 vyears, since the beginning of the Zionist
movement, the desire to settle and build causes Israel to be
swathed in the garb of concrete, iron and glass. “We shall
dress you in concrete and cement attire/ and shall lay out
a carpet of gardens” according to Nathan Alterman poem,
which we enthusiastically sang in our youth being unaware of
the deeper meaning of the ideas presented in the poem; We
were children in a recently created state aspiring to be build,
as expressed in the famous phrase of the Menashe Rabina
poem: “We came to the land to build and be built here”. And
so every piece of land was designated as a part of real estate
reserve, with blinding, synthetic grass lawns spreading into
the yards of houses with the red roofs and covering city traffic
circles and painting green the soil and the asphalt.

Will the landscapes of this beautiful country - such as it
was painted by a multitude of artists coming from Europe

and Russia and who were attracted by the astonishing light
which they saw for the first time - remain imprinted in our
consciousness only as a distant memory?

Let me present a very partial list of the abovementioned
artists: the most famous among the 19th century painters was,
of course, David Roberts who visited the land between the
year 1838 and 1839. In addition, the painters: Reuven Rubin,
Nahum Guttman, Yechezkiel Streichmann, Yossef Zaritski, the
Israeli born painters: Tziona Tagger, Yadid Rubin, Haiim Atar,
Avshalom Okashi and many more talented artists that by
means of their paintbrush so movingly expressed their love
for this land and its landscapes, the primeval vistas and those
that have been built in front of their amazed eyes.

The image of the idealized biblical land of Israel as well as
that of the present, that blooms in front of the two artists’
window and inspires them, is brilliantly expressed in the works
depicting the wild primeval glorious and sublime landscapes:
tall mountains, wild vegetation, infinite expanses.

Various textures and contrasting light are used in most of
them. They intermix with the sky and the clouds. The painters
use quite a few symbols. E.g: the prickly pear, the olive tree, the
fig tree and an oak which represent the native-born individuals
and next to them, the cypress and the pine trees which
represent the Zionism, the revival and the modern times.

Lubalsky's broad dimension works present cultivated fields
while directly referring to the “Sublime Nature” or depicting

an existing settlement. Here the harmonious composition
emphasizes the organic manner in which the broad and
open landscape blends in — with a sober insight, meticulous
and uncompromising. The artist uses similar techniques to
paint large and small landscapes. Each painting is a result
of painstaking and loving labor, continuously refined until it
reaches the state of perfection within which the spectator
looses himself. The small works painted with aquarelles on
paper reveal also the same perfection, so compelling that the
onlooker looses himself within.

The artist recently created works are also presented at the
exhibition. The works constitute a direct continuation of
previous paintings and were created expressly for the present
show.

Excerpts from the interview with Yosi:

‘... In the same manner, the concept motivating my creative
path consists of painting large size pictures sothat the spectator
may experience sensations similar to the verisimilitude on a
human scale...The vanishing point which is present in the
works, inexorably draws the spectator in, in similar manner
a magnet would, and makes it hard to move away from the
horizon vanishing point. The works selected for the exhibition
have one common aspect — they are inspired by the vistas of
Jezre'el Valley. Since | am profoundly connected to the soil |
take particular pleasure in observing the passing seasons and
the changing views of the surrounding nature. While closely
watching the natural landscapes, | am learning the relation of



the color compositional tonality of the nature to the colors
applied to the canvas’

In Ruthie's works, the majority of which was also created
expressly for the present exhibition, one perceives a free and
spontaneous style dissimilar to the precise and meticulous
work done by Yosi. Ruthie's landscapes are uninhibited and
wild. The trees that make the landscape on one hand, hide it
on the other hand, the fire in the Carmel mountains bursts in
a blazing storm threatening to come out of the frame. Moving
frantically as if they were dancersin a frenzied ballet, presenting
a show of such magnitude as can be only produced by Nature.

The totality of Ruthie’s artwork deals with the constant re-
adaption of the landscape characteristics. From the windows
of her house on the Carmel she has seen an infinite number
of inspiring vistas - the groves and the sea, in a gamut of
spectacular changing colors in each season. These views
were and remain at present the never-ending inspiration for
dynamic and uninhibited creations.

Along the years and for an extended period Ruthie has
processed the views of the Carmel landscapes gradually
building up a body of work consisting of thematically related
series and maintaining a continuous dialog with the Creation.

In her extended body of work she researches the subject of
trees The trees are the basic component of her artwork and
appear in nearly all her pictures in a vast variety of colors and
forms. Each tree has a unique character. The amazing use of

multitude of colors very clearly and pointedly indicates her
bond to the Nature “Since the man is a tree in the field”
(Deuteronomium, chapter 20).

Rachel Zemer,
Curator
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